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16th Irish Neonatal Research Symposium 
Gibson Hotel, Dublin 

Friday 20th March 2026 

“Neonatal Sepsis” 
CPD Approved 

08:15-09:00 Arrival Tea/Coffee/Scones/Pastries & Fruit & Meet the Sponsors 

09:00-10:50 Session 1 - Chairpersons:   Prof. Eleanor Molloy and Prof. John Murphy 

09:00-09:10 Welcome – Prof. Eleanor Molloy 

09:10-10:10 Original Research Presentations - 6 x 10 x Minute presentations 

09:10-09:20 SEASONAL VARIATION IN NEONATAL HYPOTHERMIA IN A TERTIARY MATERNITY UNIT 
Doaa Ali, Neonatology Department, National Maternity Hospital, Dublin 

09:20-09:30 TRENDS IN SURFACTANT ADMINISTRATION AND PRE-MEDICATION PRACTICES FOR PRETERM 
INFANTS IN ENGLAND: THE OPTI-SURF STUDY 
Claire A Murphy, Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, Chelsea and Westminster Hospital, London 

09:30-09:40 OPTIMISING OUTCOMES AT EXTREME PRETERM GESTATIONS: THE EXPERIENCE OF AN IRISH 
TERTIARY CARE CENTRE 
Stephen Carroll, UCD Centre for Human Reproduction, The Coombe Hospital, Dublin  

09:40-09:50 NATIONAL ROLL OUT AND STANDARDISING AEEG TO ALL LEVEL-2 NEONATAL UNITS ACROSS 
IRELAND: A NATIONAL QUALITY IMPROVEMENT INITIATIVE 
Shozab Ali Taj, Rotunda Hospital, Dublin 

09:50-10:00 CARDIAC FUNCTION AND PULMONARY HAEMODYNAMICS IN TERM, GROWTH RESTRICTED INFANTS 
James Morgan, Dept of Neonatology, The Rotunda Hospital, Dublin 

10:00-10:10 FRENOTOMY FOR ANKYLOGLOSSIA IN EARLY INFANCY AT 6 MONTHS IN THE FLORAL BIRTH COHORT 

STUDY 

Anitha Sokay, The Coombe Women & Infants University Hospital, Dublin 

10:10-10:40 Henry Halliday Memorial Lecture: Introduced by: Prof Martin White - Virtual 
 

Coconut oil skin care and late-onset sepsis in extremely preterm infants  
(COSI-2): A pragmatic, open-label, cluster-randomised trial 
Prof Tobias Strunk, University of Western Australia  

10:40-10:50 Panel Discussion 

10:50-11:20 Tea/Coffee/Display Posters and Meet the Sponsors 

Time Session 2 - Chairpersons:  Dr Ann Hickey and Prof. Jan Miletin 

11:20-12:10 Original Research Presentations - 5 x 10 x Minute presentations 

11:20-11:30 NON-INVASIVE RESPIRATORY SUPPORT POST-EXTUBATION IN EXTREMELY PRETERM INFANTS: A 
BELFAST NICU SERVICE EVALUATION 
Amir Abdelshafy, Royal Jubilee Maternity Hospital, Belfast 

11:30-11:40 ASSESSING NORMATIVE VALUES FOR PULMONARY VENOUS FLOW IN TERM NEONATES DURING THE 
TRANSITIONAL PERIOD 
Iyshwarya Stapleton1,2, 1Department of Neonatology, Cork University Maternity Hospital, Cork,  
2Irish Centre for Maternal and Child Health Research (INFANT) Centre, University College Cork, Cork 

11:40-11:50 A TALE OF TWO DROPS: SHINING THE LIGHT ON VITAMIN D LEVELS IN SUPPLEMENTED NEONATES 
Maja Kuhar, Dept of Neonatology, Rotunda Hospital, Dublin and RCPI, Dublin 

11:50-12:00 ACUTE KIDNEY INJURY IN INFANTS WITH NECROTISING ENTEROCOLITIS: A CASE-CONTROL STUDY 
Dermot Wildes, Department of Paeds, RCSI Dept of Neonatology, Rotunda, Dept. Paediatric 
Nephrology & Transplantation, CHI, Dublin 

12:00-12:10 GOLDEN HOUR SIMULATION: AN EDUCATIONAL INTERVENTION STUDY 
Sarah Hoolahan, Department of Neonatology, National Maternity Hospital, Dublin 

12:10-12:40  Guest Lecture: Introduction Prof. John Murphy 
 

Antibiotic use in Neonatal sepsis 
Prof Eric Giannoni, University of Lausanne (UNIL)  
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12:40-12:50 Panel Discussion 

12:50-13:40 Lunch in Main Restaurant followed by Tea/Coffee/Dessert in Sponsor Area 

13:40-14:15  Formal Display Poster Adjudication to include Tea/Coffee/Dessert in Sponsor Area  

Time Session 3 - Chairpersons:  Prof Martin White and Prof. Naomi McCallion 

14:15-15:00 Original Research Presentations – 5 x 10 x Minute Presentations 

14:15-14:25 STANDARDISING EARLY DETECTION OF CEREBRAL PALSY IN IRELAND: A MULTI-CENTRE NICU 
IMPLEMENTATION INITIATIVE 
Brian Walsh,1, 2, 1INFANT Research Centre, University College Cork, Cork, 2Dept of Neonatology, Cork 
University Maternity Hospital, Cork, Ireland 

14:25-14:35 Project 23 – Care of Microprems: Continuation of a Quality Improvement Initiative within the 
Neonatology Department at The Coombe 
Patrick Short, The Coombe Hospital, Dublin 

14:35-14:45 TWO YEAR FOLLOW-UP OF EXTREMELY LOW BIRTH WEIGHT INFANTS ENROLLED IN A PILOT 
RANDOMISED CONTROLLED TRIAL OF EARLY TARGETED TREATMENT OF PATENT DUCTUS 
ARTERIOSUS WITH PARACETAMOL (ETAPA PHASE 3) 
Leah Halpenny, The Coombe Hospital, School of Medicine, UCD, RCSI, Dublin 

14:45-14:55 MAKING MEDICATION FOR INTUBATION IN THE NICU FASTER & SAFER 
Montserrat Corderroura, Pharmacist, Neonatal Unit, National Maternity Hospital 

14:55-15:25 Neonatal Sepsis in Ireland and Beyond 
Prof. Eleanor Molloy, TCD 

15:25-16:05   Tony Ryan Memorial Lecture: Introduction:  Prof. Eleanor Molloy 
 

Updates on Neonatal Sepsis Management 
Prof James Wynn, University of Florida 
 

16:05 Discussion followed by Awarding of Prizes and Close of Conference 

 
(All sponsors who support this meeting do so through the sponsorship of exhibition space alone have no 

input into the Agenda, speaker selection or content of this meeting) 
 


